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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

The pending claims have not been amended herein. 

1 . (ORIGINAL) A chained image display apparatus comprising a plurality of image 
display apparatuses connected in series and controlled by a central control unit, the chained 
image display apparatus comprising: 

a control signal driving unit converting a control signal inputted to the image display 
apparatuses into a control signal having a predetermined level and buffering the control signal 
having the predetermined level; and 

an examining unit transmitting an alert signal, in response to a power supply to one 
image display apparatus among the plurality of image display apparatuses being interrupted, to 
next and previous image display apparatuses which are connected to the one image display 
apparatus to which the power supply was interrupted, indicating that the power supply to the one 
image display apparatus is interrupted. 

2. (ORIGINAL) The chained image display apparatuses of claim 1 , wherein each of the 
plurality of image display apparatuses further comprises: 

a portion receiving the control signal from the central control unit; and 

a buffer transmitting the received control signal to the next image display apparatus. 

3. (ORIGINAL) The chained image display apparatuses of claim 1, wherein the next and 
previous image display apparatuses, receiving the alert signal output from the examining unit, 
transmit the alert signal to the central control unit. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The chained image display apparatuses of claim 1, wherein the 
examining unit comprises: 

a connection unit receiving a voltage from the previous image display apparatus and 
supplying a supply voltage to the one image display apparatus to which the power supply was 
interrupted; and 

a switching unit routing the alert signal to the next and previous image display 
apparatuses in response to the power supply being interrupted. 



2 



Serial No. 10/668,374 Docket No.: 1293.1850 

5. (ORIGINAL) The chained image display apparatuses of claim 4, wherein the switching 
unit comprises a first switching unit routing the alert signal to the previous image display 
apparatus, and a second switching unit routing the alert signal to the next image display 
apparatus. 

6. (ORIGINAL) The chained image display apparatuses of claim 5, further comprising a 
control unit, wherein the control unit outputs a switching control signal controlling the first and 
second switching units. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The chained image display apparatuses of claim 6, wherein the control 
unit sends the alert signal to the examining unit. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The chained image display apparatuses of claim 1 , wherein the 
connection unit connects a driving voltage output from the previous image display apparatus to 
the one image display apparatus having the interrupted power supply and transmits an image 
signal, which is buffered by the one image display apparatus having the interrupted power 
supply, to the next image display apparatus. 

9. (ORIGINAL) The chained image display apparatuses of claim 8, wherein the driving 
voltage output from the previous image display apparatus is provided to the next image display 
apparatus. 

10. (ORIGINAL) A method of operating a plurality of image display apparatuses 
connected in series and controlled by a central control unit, the method comprising: 

converting a control signal inputted to the image display apparatuses into a control signal 
having a predetermined level, and buffering the control signal having the predetermined level; 
and 

transmitting an alert signal in response to a power supply to one image display apparatus 
among the plurality of image display apparatuses being interrupted, to next and previous image 
display apparatuses which are connected to the one image display apparatus to which the power 
supply was interrupted, indicating the power supply to the one image display apparatus was 
interrupted. 

11. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 10, further comprising transmitting the alert signal 
to the central control unit from the next and previous image display apparatuses. 
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12. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 10, further comprising: 

receiving a voltage from the previous image display apparatus and supplying a supply 
voltage to the one image display apparatus to which the power supply was interrupted; and 

routing the alert signal through a switching unit to the next and previous image display 
apparatuses in response to the power supply being interrupted. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 12, wherein the alert signal is routed to the 
previous image display apparatus through a first switching unit, and the alert signal is routed to 
the next image display apparatus through a second switching unit. 

14. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 13, further comprising controlling the first and 
second switching units with a control unit. 

15. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 14, further comprising sending the alert signal to 
the examining unit from the control unit. 

16. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 10, further comprising connecting a driving voltage 
output from the previous image display apparatus to the one image display apparatus having the 
interrupted power supply, and transmitting an image signal, which is buffered by the one image 
display apparatus having the interrupted power supply, to the next image display apparatus. 

17. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 16, further comprising providing the driving voltage 
output from the previous image display apparatus to the next image display apparatus. 

18. (ORIGINAL) A system comprising a plurality of image display apparatuses connected 
in series and controlled by a central control unit, the system comprising: 

a control signal driving unit converting a control signal inputted to the image display 
apparatuses into a control signal having a predetermined level and buffering the control signal 
having the predetermined level; and 

an examining unit transmitting an alert signal, in response to a power supply to one 
image display apparatus among the plurality of image display apparatuses being interrupted, to 
next and previous image display apparatuses which are connected to the one image display 
apparatus to which the power supply was interrupted, indicating that the power supply to the one 
image display apparatus is interrupted. 

19. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 18, wherein each of the plurality of image display 
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apparatuses further comprises: 

a portion receiving the control signal from the central control unit; and 

a buffer transmitting the received control signal to the next image display apparatus. 

20. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 18, wherein the next and previous image display 
apparatuses, receiving the alert signal output from the examining unit, transmit the alert signal to 
the central control unit. 

21. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 18, wherein the examining unit comprises: 

a connection unit receiving a voltage from the previous image display apparatus and 
supplying a supply voltage to the one image display apparatus to which the power supply was 
interrupted; and 

a switching unit routing the alert signal to the next and previous image display 
apparatuses in response to the power supply being interrupted. 

22. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 20, wherein the switching unit comprises a first 
switching unit routing the alert signal to the previous image display apparatus, and a second 
switching unit routing the alert signal to the next image display apparatus. 

23. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 21 , further comprising a control unit, wherein the 
control unit outputs a switching control signal controlling the first and second switching units. 

24. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 23, wherein the control unit sends the alert signal 
to the examining unit. 

25. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 18, wherein the connection unit connects a driving 
voltage output from the previous image display apparatus to the one image display apparatus 
having the interrupted power supply and transmits an image signal, which is buffered by the one 
image display apparatus having the interrupted power supply, to the next image display 
apparatus. 

26. (ORIGINAL) The chained image display apparatuses of claim 25, wherein the driving 
voltage output from the previous image display apparatus is provided to the next image display 
apparatus. 

27. (ORIGINAL) A machine readable storage medium storing a program for performing a 
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method of operating a plurality of image display apparatuses connected in series and controlled 
by a central control unit, the method comprising: 

converting a control signal inputted to the image display apparatuses into a control signal 
having a predetermined level, and buffering the control signal having the predetermined level; 
and 

transmitting an alert signal in response to a power supply to one image display apparatus 
among the plurality of image display apparatuses being interrupted, to next and previous image 
display apparatuses which are connected to the one image display apparatus to which the power 
supply was interrupted, indicating the power supply to the one image display apparatus was 
interrupted. 
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